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Intro to Art Collecting
● Looking

● Learning 

● Connecting

● Acquiring 

● Stewarding



COVID-19 Impact on Massachusetts Creative Economy
2020-2021 Study by Mass Cultural Council

● 981 Massachusetts nonprofit and municipal organizations report $588,334,079 in lost revenue since 
March 2020

https://massculturalcouncil.org/blog/one-year-later-cultural-sector-in-economic-crisis-due-to-ongoing-covid-19-pandemic/


COVID-19 Impact on Massachusetts Creative Economy
2020-2021 Study by Mass Cultural Council

● 2,951 artists, teaching artists, and scientists/humanists who live and work in Massachusetts report more than 
$30.4M in lost personal income ($30,403,616) and 67,986 cancelled gigs/jobs since March 2020

https://massculturalcouncil.org/blog/one-year-later-cultural-sector-in-economic-crisis-due-to-ongoing-covid-19-pandemic/


● 80.5% of artists rep. by New York galleries white →  cf. 64% U.S.population
● 5.9% of artists rep. by New York galleries black → cf. 16% U.S. population
● 4.4% of artists rep by New York galleries Latinx → cf. 16% U.S. population

● 70% of artists rep. by New York galleries men
● 30% of artists rep. by New York galleries women   

Race & Gender in the Primary Market
2016 CUNY Study via artnet News 

https://news.artnet.com/art-world/new-york-galleries-study-979049


● Just 11% of all acquisitions (29,247 of 260,470) and 14% of exhibitions at 26 prominent U.S. museums over 
the past decade were of work by women artists

● African American women made up just 3.3% (190 of 5,832) of the total number of women artists whose 
work was collected by these institutions

Race & Gender in Museum Collections
2018 Study by In Other Words (Art Agency Partners) x artnet News

https://news.artnet.com/womens-place-in-the-art-world/womens-place-art-world-museums-1654714


Race & Gender in Museum Collections x Secondary Market
2018 Study by In Other Words (Art Agency Partners) x artnet News

● Gap between auction market volume versus solo exhibitions of women artists in museums
● Women represented just 2% of total sales of artworks at auction over the past decade ($4 billion of 

$196.8 billion total sales)

https://news.artnet.com/womens-place-in-the-art-world/visualizing-the-numbers-see-infographics-1654084


Moving from Collecting to Caretaking

Q: How can use the act of collecting to 
make the world a better place? 

A: Acquire what you love, make 
decisions with intention, and 
understand the present and future 
implications of your collecting 
gestures as acts of care towards artists, 
artworks, and culture at large. 





MassArt Auction Highlights
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Artist Guest | Katelyn Ledford
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Q&A Dialogue
A Few Resources...
Printed Matter

● John Berger, Ways of Seeing (1972)
● Ossian Ward, Ways of Looking (2014)
● Mary Rozell, The Art Collector's Handbook: A Guide to Collection Management and Care (2020 ed.)
● Antwaun Sargent, Young, Gifted and Black: A New Generation of Artists: The Lumpkin-Boccuzzi Family 

Collection of Contemporary Art (2020)
● Boston Art Review (publishes ⩰ 2x/year)

Local Museums
● MassArt Art Museum (MAAM)
● Carpenter Center for Visual Arts at Harvard University
● Institute of Contemporary Art/Boston
● MASS MoCA
● MIT List Visual Arts Center
● RISD Museum
● Rose Art Museum at Brandeis University
● Tufts University Art Galleries
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