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CONVENER

Ken Strickland, MFA

Provost/Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs

/////

REMARKS

Dawn Oxenaar Barrett, MPD

President

Nancy Cusack, M.Ed
Professor, Studio Foundation and Board Member at Large,  

Faculty and Librarian Association

Lydia H. Clarridge, BFA ’14
Representative, Undergraduate Students

Sofie Elana Hodara, MFA ’14 
Representative, Graduate Students

/////

CONFERRING OF HONORARY DOCTOR OF FINE ARTS DEGREE

Richard Marshall, MD

Chair, Board of Trustees

presentation of rika burnham
Lois Hetland, EdD, Chair, Art Education

Rika Burnham will address the class of 2014

presentation of melvin edwards
Joshua Hart, MFA, Assistant Professor, Studio Foundation

Melvin Edwards will address the class of 2014 

/////

RECOGNITION OF EXCELLENCE IN ART EDUCATION

presentation of myran parker-brass
Beth Balliro, MSAE, Assistant Professor, Art Education

/////

CONFERRING OF DEGREES

Richard Marshall

/////

CHARGE TO NEW ALUMNI

Cedric E. Douglas, BFA ’11

/////

CLOSING REMARKS

Ken Strickland

ORDER OF EVENTS



MASTER OF SCIENCE

IN ART EDUCATION

Damian Raymond Barneschi

Jessica Marie Barry

Theresa Ann Hadley

MASTER OF ARTS IN 

TEACHING / ART EDUCATION

Heather Rose Falardeau

AnnJilla Lynn Rogers-Jensen

Erika Leigh Rohde

Ariele Russell

Zachary L. Shiff

Julianne Elizabeth Strom

Adam Joseph Tibbets

MASTER OF ARCHITECTURE

John Jarrett Aber

Eric Bowden

Pasu Charusiri

Travis Farncombe

Jill Ellen Lekse

Karolina Maria Rojahn

Christopher J. Wortley

MASTER OF FINE ARTS

Qazi Fazli Azeem

Saul Robert Baizman

Noah Umighnaq Booshu

Carolyn Theresa Burns

Stephanie Dudzic

Andrew Joseph Farkas

Andrew Robert Hammerand

YoAhn Han

Lillian Pearl Harden

Sofie Elana Hodara

Nicholas William Hullibarger

Molly Catherine Lamb

Andrée Michelle Leduc

Micah R.O. Litant

Kimberly Anne Maroon

Fish McGill

Angela M. Mittiga

Dylan James Nelson

Michael Jerome Pallazola

Ben Mark Radville

Sara Romani

Eric Michael Ruby

Daniel Mathew Schissler

Jeremy Joseph Sherman

Karina L. Tovar

Dwight Evan Young

Lele Zhang

MassArt at the Fine Arts  
Work Center in Provincetown

Teresa Boutelle

Diane Kathleen Cionni

Joan Marie Cox

Lisa Daria Kennedy

Julianne Alisa Martin

Edgar William Sanchez

Vincent Floyd Wolf

BACHELOR OF FINE ARTS

ANIMATION

Cassi  Argabright

Ian T. Cameron

David D. Cote

Lydia C. Davis-Trusz

Gregory J. Dunn u

Stephanie A. Egan u

Daryl B. Enos

Kyle Fleischer u

Brieanna M. Gamache

Karan Kalra

Sarah Kim

Elizabeth A. Kurenkov

Tzuyi V. Lee

Lindsay J. Macaya

Nilya R. Mitchell

Christina M. O'Brien

Kevin J. Poole

Jonathan Freer Quinn

Nicholas C. Schlerf  u

Christine R. Spanedda u

John Tran

Monica D. Wemyss

Ariella  Wolfson

Mackenzie A. Zwalsky

ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN

Joseph P. Bonomi IV

Juan Frayan Gonzalez

Sophia L. Guthrie u

Seth J. Jalbert 

Meghan C. Leahy

Samuel S. Robertson

Ryan D. Seales u

Jujie Tan

Ivana Zimic

Piotr Zybert

ART EDUCATION

ART TEACHER EDUCATION

Karen A. Beaty

Jonathan E. Boles

Sarah B. Butler

Brianna C. De Lairre

Liana R. Farmer

Patrick M. Foran

Ashlyn M. Gomes

Curtis G. Grynkewicz

Colleen M. Hardy

Chloe S. Hohmann

Jessica N. Homen

Heather A. Impeartrice

Danielle M. Magivney

Patrick W. Manning

Meghan E. Robbins

Sarah A. Sharp H

COMMUNITY EDUCATION

Erica F. Sutherland

Karolin A. Villatoro

STUDIO EDUCATION

Hailey N. Drummond

Carly M. Sheehan

Timothy K. Sim

Charline Xu

FASHION DESIGN

Shenandoah S. Aldrich

Carolyn E. Augusta

Breanna G. Billiter

Marissa E. Birschbach

Amanda L. Brooks

Ashley L. Callahan

Corina A. Cornejo

Chloe N. Davies

Nicole M. Divito

Tabbytha J. Ferguson u

Faith C. Garland

Maxime L. Gelfond

Sydney L. Greenley Kois

Shawna M. Healey

Rebecca M. Iafrate

Nicole G. Jimenez u

Sarah R. Koval

Jeongeun Lee

Tory N. Leslie

Abigail Mary McDermitt

Jaclyn M. Robichaud

Aris Segura

Chelsea M. Silverman

Jessica E. Tenczar

Lindsay J. Toupin

Erika A. Williams u

Vessela A. Yordanova u

H   academic honors
u   departmental honors



FILM/VIDEO

Erik B. Johannessen

Rachel L. McKenna u

Nicholas R. Sabia

Adrienne Shih

Daniel Sin

Jane M. Urban u

FINE ARTS 2D

PAINTING 

Cassandra M. Akouri

Max C. Bard

Erik R. Bornemann

Sarah M. Casto

Michelle L. Corapi

Alison M. Evans

Kaleigh E. Foley

Alexandra K. Grahame u

Sara C. Greenlaw

Rebekah E. Jackson

Amy L. Kelly H

Hyo Eun Kim

Moon Hee Kim H

Christopher M. King

Lydia M. Kinney u

Kristen C. Leslie

Carter J. Lynch

Sean M. McGann

Sarah E. Nommensen

Andrea J. Odegaard

Alyssa M. Oggiono

Caitlin D. O'Hear

Gemma Parabicoli

Julia M. Powers

Mariah L. Siegmann H

Emily J. Silva

Melissa A. Spiess

Bethany F. Strohm

Adam M. Weber u

Dishawn R. Webster

Katrina K. Wilson

Ashley M. Zipp u

PRINTMAKING

Alyssa M. Aviles

Daniel E. Chapman

Marissa H. Daniels

Victoria L. Florio u

Holly E. Hansen

Julianne E. Merino

Andra B. Narrigan

Kenneth S. Pickart

Jackson R. Potter u

Andrew W. Scripter

Kremena I. Stephanova

James L. Viera

FINE ARTS 3D

CERAMICS

Mackenzie A. Bonney

Yolanda L. Cavicchio

Anna J. Cosimini

Erica L. Hood H u

Tyler M. Junker

Laurie A. Longtin

Sharon N. Morris

Emily J. Trotochaud

FIBERS

Ariel C. DiPersio

Ashley L. Fuhrmann

Morgan R. Hale

Emma R. Hauer

Caroline A. John

Danika C. Johnson

Kelly M. Kennedy

Sarah A. Radeen

Emma E. Rhodes u

GLASS

Brian A. Badstuebner

Emily S. Bevis

Alonna G. Bucheimer

Tessera J. Hayes u

Gabrielle L. Li

Elizabeth C. Thompson

Oliver R. Walsh

Adriana E. Wynn

JEWELRY AND METALSMITHING

George W. Felts

Samuel A. Haines

Victoria E. Hall

Kazuka Kuwahara

Elisa Melegari

Alanna J. Robbins u

Elizabeth K. Stidsen

Sjaan E. Van Hofwegen H

Anthony Young

SCULPTURE

Sara E. Allen

Jackson G. Boerner

Karissa E. Carson

Andrew K. Coon

Amy Coull

Garrett M. Gould

Carol V. Hall

Blake H. Johnson

Melinda A. Jordan

Natasha F. Kroupensky

Deanna M. Legere

Jarrett J. LoPresti

Tyler E. Murphy u

Sandra L. Orr

Myles M. Purington

Jamie P. Robertson

Joel Seidner

Peter T. Terwilliger

Nicole M. Vanderpoel

Derek J. Weston

Amelia C. Young H u

Julia R. Zell u

GRAPHIC DESIGN

Alyssa R. Almeida

Julia S. Barbosa

Martha S. Barry

Zahra A. Barzin

Carl J. Bowman u

Matthew R. Brimicombe

Anna C. Clark

Jeffrey M. Cott

Mia R. Fabbri

Juliana L. Farnham H u

Leah K. Fenton

Jason M. Fisher

Joao Gomes

Brendon E. Gouveia u

Zoya K. Gray

Carson J. Halstead

Samantha C. Hersom

Sarah E. Hoffer

Kylen R. Hogan

Lee J. House u

Jarmila Houstova

Alina A. Karukina

Maria C. Lauer

Larissa Lee

Casey D. McGee u

Tucker Mulcahy

Craig A. Muscanell

Alison M. Nolin

Allyson L. Phelps

Jennifer R. Raichek

Elizabeth Rein

Christopher M. Skinner

Natalie T. Socha

Kathryn E. Swayze u

Ryan G. Tindall

Jenelle C. Valencia

Thomas R. White u

Susanna Yee

HISTORY OF ART

Daniel P. McColgan

Victoria M. Roback H u

Caitlin M. Trant 



ILLUSTRATION

Melissa K. Ackerman

Cassandra L. Annati

Dennise D. Arriaga

Maxwell R. Aubrey

Kaitlyn E. Battistelli

Kaitlynn A. Beach

Eric W. Brock

Jason K. Butera

Jennifer J. Carroll

Vicki Chin

Christine K. Clancy

Zachary R. Cunningham u

Chelsea S. Damraksa

Bryce D. Davidson

Benjamin L. Doane

John W. Dwelly

Stacy M. Fahey

Clayton Z. Fisk

Patrick S. Gallagher

Michael M. Gaman

Kristina K. Georgian

Eben M. Herrick

Emily C. Holt

Laura E. Jackman

Shannon R. Knight u

Gjon Kukli

Stephanie A. Leap

David M. Mahan u

Bailey S. Mariner

Yesenia Martinez

Gwendolyn J. Meshberg

Nicholas A. Mottola

Paige E. Mulhern u

Nghia T. Nguyen

Hannah R. Perduta

Rebecca L. Ranney u

Hannah E. Robidoux

Lucretia M. Seabrook

Amanda M. Sharples

Matthew Smith

Kate L. Solow

Martha G. Spragge

Julia E. Stasio

Rory Sullivan

Holly C. Sullo

Justice R. Tocker

Christopher D. Young

INDUSTRIAL DESIGN

Derek J. Baker u

Shanna A. Barrow H

Brianna L. Bouthillette

Carlos M. Escobar

Joshua N. Finkel

Benjamin A. Ginden

Benjamin J. Hannon

Colin Kleeman

Sean O. Kleeman

Julie C. Manzi u

Alex J. Maserejian

Emily E. Pearce

Gabriella C. Prestigomo

Samantha M. Roy

Seo Hong Sa

Chelsea Saada

Alexander M. Schwartz u

Audrey W. Spencer

Angelina M. Storti

Joseph M. Wiles

Brenda M. Wilson

PHOTOGRAPHY

Sahara J. Artiga-Oliver

Alexa R. Augeri

Alyssa M. Aviles

Alessandra L. Bisalti

Sarah E. Bowman

Nina L. Boxer u

Alyssa B. Collins

Abigail H. Crossen

Cory J. Daniels

Skye N. DelViscio

Andrew L. Ellis

Jillian G. Freyer u

Marc T. Funaro

Nicole V. Grdinich

Rachel N. Jarnes

Sila King u

Alexander P. Knudsen u

Sydney D. Krantz

Eduard F. Leon

James E. Marquis u

Nathan A. Ouellette

Kateri S. Quirk

Lindsay P. Richard

Gabriella R. Riggieri

Brittany P. Roberts H

Katharine G. Severson

Jordan E. Siegel

Thomas D. Smith

Maura A. Wendelken

STUDIO FOR 

INTERRELATED MEDIA

Sandra B. Aronson

Anthony R. Blomley-Cassetta

Nicollette R. Bovat u

Jenna L. Calderara

Megan N. Dauphinais

Lila N. Debas u

Nicole C. Dube

Isnard Dupoux

Stephen J. Kelly

Sam T. Okerstrom-Lang

Eleanor B. Robinson

Noah H. Roscoe

Meredith F. Sibley u

Elise M. Soper H

Cody J. Sullivan

BACHELOR OF FINE ARTS

ART AND DESIGN 

William F. Lin

OPEN MAJOR

Lydia H. Clarridge 

DUAL MAJOR

Katie E. Duvernay
History of Art / Painting

Robert A. Farrell
Scuplture u / Studio  
for Interrelated Media

Joseph M. Favini H

Film/Video / History of Art

Maura C. Fuller
Glass / History of Art

Olga D. Hall
Illustration / Jewelry  
and Metalsmithing

Hongchau T. Huynh H

Painting / Studio Education u

Alexander E. Kennedy
 Printmaking / Studio  

for Interrelated Media

Melike F. Kocak
Animation / Painting

Catherine E. Konstas 
Art Teacher Education u / 
Photography

Matthew B. Lamont
Animation / Film/Video

Danielle L. Larosee
 Community Education / 

Photography 

Luke J. Mannarino H

History of Art / Studio  
for Interrelated Media

Dominique G. Molella
History of Art / Jewelry  
and Metalsmithing

Molly J. Mundy H

History of Art / Illustration u

Cecilia C. Paquette
Film/Video / History of Art

Katherine A. Rich
History of Art / Sculpture

Emily D. Silver
Art Teacher Education / 
Studio for Interrelated Media

Shannon M. Smith
Architectural Design /  
History of Art

Emma R. Welty H

Fibers u / History of Art u

Listed names reflect those 
available as of May 1, 2014



RIKA BURNHAM

Rika Burnham is Head of Education at The Frick 

Collection. Previously, she was a museum educator 

at the Metropolitan Museum of Art, where she 

worked from 1985 to 2008. Burnham was recog-

nized by the National Art Education Association 

for sustained achievement in teaching in 2001, 

appointed a Getty Museum Scholar in 2002, and 

received the James D. Burke Prize for achievement 

in the arts in 2003, the first museum educator 

to receive this award. She received the Charles 

Robertson Memorial Award from the School Art 

League in 2005 and in 2006 was an Attingham 

Trust Scholar in the Royal Collection Studies 

Programme in London. 

Rika has been a guest lecturer and conducted 

workshops at art museums across the United States 

since 1989. She has been a visiting museum educa-

tor of the Summer Institute of Contemporary Art 

and project director of the Teaching Institute for 

Museum Educators, both at the School of the Art 

Institute of Chicago, and an adjunct professor of Art 

and Art Education at Teachers College, Columbia 

University. Her publications include several essays 

on museum education, as well as a catalogue 

essay in Pierre Bonnard: The Late Still Lifes and 

Interiors (2009), edited by Dita Amory. Her first 

book, Teaching in the Art Museum: Interpretation 

as Experience, co-authored with Elliott Kai-Kee, 

was published in spring 2011.

MELVIN EDWARDS

Melvin Edwards is one of America's foremost 

contemporary sculptors. He is known for creating 

sculpture that fuses the political with the abstract 

as it addresses his African American heritage. He 

has had solo exhibitions at the Whitney Museum 

of American Art, the L.A. County Museum, the 

New Jersey State Museum, and the Santa Barbara 

Museum of Art. A 30-year retrospective of his  

sculpture was held in 1993 at the Neuberger 

Museum of Art in New York. Several of his works 

are in the permanent collections of the Metropolitan 

Museum of Art, New York's Museum of Modem 

Art, the Houston Museum of Fine Arts, and the  

L. A. County Museum. Mr. Edwards sculpture  

has been highlighted internationally in major  

exhibitions from Paris to Japan.

In addition, the importance of his work has 

been recognized by his receipt of a Guggenheim 

Foundation Fellowship, a Fulbright Fellowship to 

Zimbabwe, and through grants from the National 

Endowment for the Arts. His research into Third 

World visual culture has taken him to Morocco, 

Brazil, China, Cuba, and Nigeria. Inspiration for 

Edwards comes from his ancestral home, Africa, 

where he currently spends several months each  

year working as a sculptor in Senegal.

Besides achieving a prestigious career as a sculptor, 

Melvin Edwards has realized a distinguished 40-year 

teaching career. In 1964, he began teaching at San 

Benadino Valley College. He went on to teach at 

the Chouinard Art Institute (now the California 

Institute of Arts), the Orange County Community 

College in New York, the University of Connecticut 

and at Rutgers University.

HONORARY DOCTORATE OF FINE ARTS

Each year, MassArt confers honorary Doctorates of Fine Arts in recognition of individuals’ outstanding 
contributions to the arts. 



Myran Parker-Brass, a native of Chicago, Illinois,  

is a professional musician, music educator, and arts 

administrator who began her career as an advocate 

for quality arts education over thirty-five years ago 

as a music teacher in the Chicago Public Schools 

and member of the faculty at Northeastern Illinois 

University’s Chicago Teachers Center.

With a family move to Boston in 1989, Myran 

joined the Boston Symphony Orchestra (BSO) as 

Director of Education. During her tenure Myran 

worked to uphold the BSO’s mission-driven  

efforts to provide arts education opportunities  

to Massachusetts schools and families. In 2005 

Myran joined the faculty of Longy School of Music 

building and implementing their graduate program 

which trains Longy conservatory students to be 

“teaching artists”, using their talent/skills in schools, 

community settings and being public advocates for 

music and music education, Myran served as the 

first Chair of the Experiential Education Program 

and remains a member of the faculty.

In 2011, Myran joined the Boston Public Schools 

(BPS) as Executive Director for the Arts providing 

strategic vision and planning and building capacity  

to expand arts education within BPS with a focus  

on access, equity and quality arts education for all 

students. The move to BPS was a natural transition 

having worked for over 20 years building and sup-

porting arts education in the Boston Public Schools.

Myran is a nationally and internationally recognized 

consultant in music/arts education and since 2006  

has provided training for teachers and arts adminis-

trators in Puerto Rico and Germany.

Myran currently serves on the Arts Education 

Advisory Council for the Massachusetts Department 

of Elementary and Secondary Education, working 

with Commissioner Chester on developing and 

implementing arts and arts education policy for the  

State. Myran also served on the Arts Education 

Policy Task Force for Boston Public Schools, which 

created the current policy for the district as well as 

the Strategic Planning, and Arts Education Advisory 

Committee for the Cambridge Public Schools. 

Myran serves on the Board of Overseers for the 

Museum of Fine Arts, Board of Directors for the 

Boston Children’s Chorus, Board of Directors  

for Roxbury Community College Foundation,  

and Board of Directors for String Training Program 

for Minority Students (Project STEP).

In addition to her work in education, Myran  

continues work as a professional musician; she  

has appeared as soloist with the Boston Pops 

Orchestra which the Boston Globe praised as …. 

“just plain wonderful” and most recently with the 

Landmarks Orchestra for the opening of their 2013 

Summer Concert Series. She has appeared in concert 

settings throughout the United States and Europe 

and has spent many hours in the studio recording 

“jingles”. Her jazz performances earned her the 

“Outstanding Jazz Vocalist” award at the Notre 

Dame Jazz Festival. 

Myran is co-founder of the New England Spiritual 

Ensemble (NESE), dedicated to the preservation 

and performance of the Negro Spirituals. The 

ensemble, in addition to concert performances, also 

has a rigorous education and training program that 

includes conferences and professional development 

opportunities for teachers, in-school residency 

programs and a training chorus for high school 

students. The NESE will be celebrating their 20th 

anniversary in 2014 and with a series of concerts 

and an album release.

EXCELLENCE IN ART EDUCATION

In line with its mission to provide access to superior art education to the public, MassArt honors  
distinguished art educators from Massachusetts who have shown a lifetime achievement in serving  
the public. These individuals are pioneers or innovators in their practice of helping their students  
develop artistic minds, all the while promoting equity in access to art education.

MYRAN PARKER-BRASS



 

COVER ART: IV VIII,  2013, mixed media  

on paper, 15" x 11", © Luanne E Witkowski

Massachusetts College of Art and Design is one of the 

leading schools of its kind in the United States. Founded  

in 1873, MassArt has a legacy of leadership as the only 

independent public college of art and design in the country 

and the nation’s first art school to grant a degree. The 

college offers a comprehensive range of baccalaureate and 

graduate degrees in art and design along with continuing 

education and youth programs, all taught by world-class 

faculty and designed to encourage individual creativity. 

Whether at home in Boston or on the other side of the globe, 

the artists and designers of MassArt are dedicated to making 

a difference in their communities and around the world.


