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Welcome!
      

Professor David Nolta, PhD

Chairperson of the Department of the History of Art

Massachusetts College of Art and Design





















Rāgarāja 

Aizen Myoo. 
“Love-stained Wisdom King” 

Kamakura period 

13th century 

 

Wood, joined block construction 

H 26.2 cm; H of halo 30.3 cm; 

H of pedestal 29.3 cm

 

Nara National Museum







The statue was carved between March 12 and April 1 of 1256. 

The master Buddhist sculptor was Kaijo ( ), and Kaison 

( ) and Kaiben ( ) were also involved as assistant 

sculptors. Inscribed on the pedestal is the fact that the statue 

was created using “the replaced pillar from the front of the 

Todaiji Temple’s Great Buddha Hall.” In December of Jisho 4 

(1180), the Todaiji Temple’s Great Buddha Hall, which was 

built at the behest of the Emperor Shomu, burnt down by 

soldiers commanded by Taira no Shigehira and the building 

was rebuilt in Kenkyu 6 (1195). It appears that the replaced 

pillar at the time of the rebuilding was used for the statue. 









Kristin Eng

Evolving Symbolism of Monkey Made from Stone



Kristin Eng presenting







VCG via Getty Images

Copyright: 2023 VCG





Ethan LeBeau

Traditional Japanese Visual Elements in

The Modern World













Edo period, 18th century

Iron, wood, leather, gold, and lacquer; H. 

of helmet bowl: 13.9 cm; H. of cuirass: 

35 cm

Okazaki City Museum, Aichi Prefecture

Edo period, 17th century

Hanging scroll; ink and colors on silk; 

(124 x 64 cm)

Private collection

Edo period, 17th century

Hanging scroll;

 ink and colors on silk; (112 x 46 cm)

Tokyo National Museum

(Ghost of 

Tsushima)

(Ghost of 

Tsushima)











Kawanabe Kyosai, Tanuki Relaxation. 1864. Woodblock print, 36.7 x 24.9 cm.





Mrs. T James, “The Wonderful Tea Kettle” 

1886. Crepe-paper book.

“Bunbuku Chagama”

 “Bunbuku 

Teakettle”

An old Japanese story 

from the 1800’s that tells 

the story of a man who 

frees a tanuki caught in a 

hunting trap, which turns 

into a tea kettle as it’s way 

of saying thanks.

Katsushika Hokusai, “Badger Tea Kettle” 

1830-1850. Ink Wash print 26.8 x 18.9 cm













Kristin Eng                                      Alexander Diaz                                        Ethan LeBeau



Dr. Correll & Dr. Givans 

Kristin  &  Alexander  &  Ethan















Questions & comments from the audience



























See you all next year!
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